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2010: UROP celebrates its 40th 
Anniversary. More than 4000 UROP 
project applications are approved. 

2007: International Research Op-
portunities Program (IROP) is launched 
to support UROP research overseas.

2002-03: More than 2000 
students conduct UROP projects.

1993: UROP introduces a mentoring 
program linking undergraduates new 
to research with experienced UROP 
students.

1989: Over 2000 UROP projects 
take place.  75% of graduating seniors 
participate in UROP at least once.

1975-76: More than 1000 
students participate in UROP during 
the academic year.

1970: 27 MIT departments, 
labs, and centers are open to UROP 
students.  Today, more than 70 
departments host undergraduate 
researchers.

1969: Prof. Margaret MacVicar 
launches UROP with fewer than 200 
student participants.  

Participation Highlights 

•	  87% of students in the Class of 2010 participated in at least one UROP project
•			64%	of	students	began	their	first	UROP	project	during	their	freshman	year
•	  57% of students participated in UROP projects outside their major
•	  51% of faculty supervised undergraduate research during AY 2009-10

Motivation for Student Participation Barriers to Student Participation

Program Outcomes
•			78%	of	students	were	satisfied	or	very	satisfied	with	their	level	of	
    comprehension of the project aims and goals
•			75%	of	students	were	satisfied	or	very	satisfied	with	their	level	of	
    involvement in their project
•			72%	of	students	were	satisfied	or	very	satisfied	with	the	types	of
    project tasks that they were asked to complete

Skills Development
•	  81% of students felt their experience at least moderately enhanced
    their understanding of the demands of working in a research setting 
•	  73% of students felt their experience at least moderately enhanced 
    their ability to conduct a research project 
•	  73% of students felt their experience at least moderately enhanced
    their ability to work as a member of a research team

Learning Outcomes

UROP Participation Across MIT 
Research Areas: 2009-10

1978: New York Times Magazine 
cites MIT UROP as an innovation in 
higher education and an inspiration for 
other universities.

1987: UROP student Jennifer 
Wiseman ‘87 discovers the “Comet 
Wiseman-Skiff”.

1999: UROP Student Mike Tarkanian 
‘00 plays key role in discovering that 
ancient Mesoamericans were processing 
latex to produce rubber as early as 
1,600 BC.

Total Support Provided 
2009-2010: $6.7M (US) % UROP Projects for which 

students are paid

% UROP Projects for which 
students receive academic 
credit

% UROP projects for which 
students volunteer

Funding for UROP
In 40 years, MIT has allocated more than $100M in funding support to UROP students.  
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Comparative UROP Participation by Major 
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