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Best Practices for Student Learning in Undergraduate Research Events 

Overview: 

Programs and institutions organize events celebrating undergraduate research/scholarship/creative 

activities in which students communicate their work and receive recognition, mentors are honored, and 

the practice of undergraduate research is promoted to the wider community. These events may occur over 

an afternoon, a day, a week, or multiple times during the year and may be centralized or implemented by 

academic units. They can also improve learning outcomes for both presenting and participating students. 

This track, sponsored by the Undergraduate Research Program Directors Division, will focus on the 

student learning aspect of celebration events.   

 

Goals:   

Best practices and ideas related to the following will be shared and discussed: 

 

 Strategies to evaluate how students develop project abstracts/artist statements 

 Educational benefits and drawbacks of different modes of delivery 

 Development of learning outcomes that would be expected to emerge from participation in scholarly 

celebrations 

 Assessment of learning gains such as communication and critical thinking, appropriate to their mode 

of delivery 

 Delivery of constructive feedback focused on learning gains to students and mentors 

 Implementation of evaluative efforts to measure learning gains over time 

 Comparison of learning outcomes that would be expected from events that include honors such as 

“best paper” and “people’s choice” awards with celebrations that do not include awards 

 Analysis of evaluative rubrics for different modes of delivery 

 Effect of practice sessions on student delivery and learning 

 Post-event reflection opportunities with students and mentors 

 

This dialogic will not discuss marketing, public relations, and logistics that do not enhance student 

learning and will not cover the logistics for staging such events. Instead, this session will focus on those 

activities designed to enhance student learning and performance. 

 

Outcomes: 

After initial sharing and discussions, the coordinators of this track plan to organize participants into 

subgroups that will develop guidelines for best practices, consider multi-campus evaluation research 

opportunities, and select targeted topics for potential publication. 

 

This dialogic track is open to all participants, including those with extensive or minimal experience in 

conducting such events.  

 

To be considered for this track, applicants must submit a resume/CV; description of their event (or link to 

an appropriate website); and a list of student learning challenges that they consider to be important in 

planning, executing, and evaluating a student celebration event. Participants should bring examples of 

what works on their own campuses as well as conceptual questions and ideas for discussion. 

mailto:blockusl@missouri.edu

