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Dialogical Track 1 
 

Advancing Undergraduate Research in Education: A Focus on Pedagogy, Practice, and Design 

Overview: 
Research in education is the systematic and scientific exploration of the learning processes, human attributes, 

interactions, organizations, and institutions that shape educational outcomes. This research is rich, diverse, 

multidisciplinary, multimodal, and rigorous. To reach its goals, educational research relies on recognized and 

established principles of research, a range of methodologies, technological tools, and intra- and inter-institutional 

relationships and collaborations between and among researchers and practitioners. 

 

Goals:  

This dialogical session will facilitate multi-institutional, multimethod research investigations related to advancing 

undergraduate research in education and education-related fields; it will focus on the following interconnected research 

themes: 

1. High-impact pedagogies and student engagement. 

 What are high-impact pedagogies? What traits are shared by high-impact pedagogies, and what purposes do 

they serve? 

 What are the outcomes of high-impact pedagogies as they relate to undergraduate research in teacher education 

and education-related fields? 

 To what extent are high-impact pedagogies identified in the accreditation standards? To what extent can they 

serve to enrich the development of students’ practice of research/inquiry skills? 

2. Engaged learning with mediated technologies 

 What is the role of digital technologies in deep or/engaged learning? 

 To what extent does technologies-mediated undergraduate research support professional development of 

prospective educators? 

 How can schools of education prepare and support faculty/peer mentoring of multidisciplinary classrooms 

across all program levels? 

3. Intra- and inter-institutional partnerships and collaboration  

 What institutional/curriculum structures support the successful establishment of undergraduate research in 

teacher education programs? 

 What are the institutional, school, and departmental practices that most efficiently foster the establishment of 

undergraduate research as a significant feature of teacher education programs and education-related fields?  

 Does participation in a community of practice influence the adoption of undergraduate research practices in 

teacher education program and related education fields? 

 

Outcomes: 

The anticipated outcomes of this work include themed conference presentations, juried publications (such as a special 

theme for an educational journal) and/or contributions to a book proposal titled Advancing Undergraduate Research in 

Education: A Focus on Pedagogy, Practice and Design. 

Seminar Leaders: 

Ruth J. Palmer, Associate Professor of Educational Psychology, The College of New Jersey (TCNJ);  

chair, CUR Education Division;  general representative to the CUR Executive Board  

Deborah Thompson, Professor Emeritus, TCNJ  

Judi Cook, Director of Instructional Design, TCNJ 

 

Dialogical Track 1 Leader: 
Ruth J. Palmer, TCNJ 

Email: palmerrj@tcnj.edu | Tel: 609-771-2803 
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