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Registration and Information 
 

Registration begins at 2:00pm on Thursday in the Regency Ballroom Foyer 

 on the ballroom level of the Hyatt Regency Crystal City.  

After registering, we invite you to join other registrants for an informal gathering in the ballroom foyer area. 

The registration and information table hours are as follows: 

                                                      Thursday (2/15)  2:00pm – 5:00pm 

                                                      Friday (2/16)  7:00am – 5:00pm 

                                                      Saturday (2/17)  7:00am – 12:00pm 
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CUR Dialogues 2018 
 A Sense of Mission:  Pursuing Funding in Challenging Times 

Connecting Faculty and Administrators at All Career Stages  
To Funding Resources and Processes—and to Each Other 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 
 

 2:00–5:00 PM  Registration 
     Location: Regency Ballroom Foyer 
  

 3:30–3:45 PM  Welcome 
    Elizabeth L. Ambos, Executive Officer, Council on Undergraduate Research 

Location:  Regency E–F 
 

3:45–4:00 PM Transition to Plenary panel 
 

4:00–5:00 PM  Opening Plenary Panels: 
“A Sense of Mission:  Navigating NIH Funding— 
Understanding Priorities and Process” 
Tisha Wiley, Assistant Director for Criminal Justice, National Institute on  
Drug Abuse (NIDA) 
Anthony Beck, Program Director, Center for Research Capacity Building, National 
Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS) 

   Location:  Regency E–F 
 
   “Preparing for Competitive NSF CAREER Grants” 
   Michelle Bushey, Program Director, National Science Foundation 
   Location:  Regency C 

         

 5:15–7:00 PM  Reception  
    Location: Regency Ballroom Foyer 
 

 

Friday, February 16, 2018 
 

7:00–8:30 AM  Registration & Continental Breakfast  
Location:  

 

8:30–9:30 AM  Plenary Session I 
Location:  Regency E–F  

 
Speaker Introduction: 
Anne Boettcher, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
President, Executive Board of the Council on Undergraduate Research 
 

Plenary I:  
“A Sense of Mission:  Understanding Foundation Missions and Funding Priorities” 
Moses Lee, Program Director, Research and Science, Murdock Trust 
Silvia Ronco, Senior Program Officer, Research Corporation for Science 
Advancement 
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 9:30–9:45 AM   Break  
Location: Regency E–F Pre-Function area 

 

9:45–10:45 AM   Dialogues Session I 
 

 (I-1) Building and Enhancing Research Capacity in Underserved States through the Institutional 
Development Award (IDeA) Program. Krishan K. Arora, Program Director, Center for Research 
Capacity Building, NIGMS, NIH. 
  

The Institutional Development Award (IDeA) Program broadens the geographic distribution of NIH 

funding for competitive biomedical research by developing and expanding research capabilities and 

research infrastructure in states that have not traditionally received significant levels of NIH research 

dollars. There are 23 states and Puerto Rico that are IDeA-eligible. The IDeA program supports three 

major initiatives, including the IDeA Networks of Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE).. The 

INBRE implements the IDeA objectives by developing a statewide biomedical research network of 

doctoral degree-granting research universities and institutes, primarily undergraduate institutions (PUIs), 

community colleges, and tribal colleges with a multidisciplinary, thematic research focus. The INBRE 

enhances biomedical research capacity and strengthens the research base by supporting faculty, fellows, 

and students participating at network institutions. A major objective of INBRE is to provide (1) 

undergraduate faculty and students with research support and (2) research experiences to students that 

will serve as a “pipeline” for undergraduate students to continue in biomedical and health research 

careers. Each INBRE has a required Bioinformatics Core that provides education, mentoring, and tools 

for researchers and students across the network. This presentation will highlight an overview of the 

INBRE program and accomplishments made at some of these networks. Various ways to participate in 

these network opportunities will be described. All are encouraged to attend, whether or not their 

institution is in an IDeA-eligible state, as research infrastructure and partnerships fostered in an 

IDeA-eligible state may be leveraged and connected to other programs. 

Location: Potomac I 
 

 (I-2) Education Research Programs. Katina Stapleton, Program Officer, Institute of Education 
Sciences (IES). The IES mission is to support research that contributes to school readiness and improved 
academic achievements of all students. Both research and research training grant program solicitations 
are held yearly. Information about IES programs will be provided, and upcoming solicitations discussed. 
Location: Conference Theatre 
 

 (I-3) National Science Foundation Biological Sciences Directorate (BIO) Funding 
Opportunities. Sally O’Connor, Program Director and Casonya Johnson, Program Director, Division 
of Biological Infrastructure (BIO/DBI), NSF 
 

This presentation will highlight funding opportunities in BIO at the NSF, with an emphasis on primarily 
undergraduate institutions. 
Location: Potomac II 
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 (I-4) The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP). Christopher Hill, Program 

Director, Division of Graduate Education, NSF; and Michael Thompson, Research Development, 
Office of the Senior Vice Provost for Research, University of New Hampshire. 
 
The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) provides support for the graduate education 
of individuals who have demonstrated their potential for significant achievements in science and 
engineering research. Fellowships are awarded through a national competition to senior undergraduates 
and graduate students, providing three years of funding over a five-year period, usable at any accredited 
institution in the United States. This information session for university administrators and faculty 
advisers will provide program updates and practical advice and handouts from an experienced campus 
administrator on how to help students learn about and apply for the GRFP. Representatives from 
primarily undergraduate and minority-serving institutions are encouraged to attend, as NSF especially 
encourages undergraduate seniors, women, members of underrepresented minority groups, persons with 
disabilities, and veterans to apply. Program information is available at: https://www.nsfgrfp.org/. 
Location: Potomac III 

 
 (I-5) Undergraduate Research Support from the ACS Petroleum Research Fund.  

Dean A. Dunn, Assistant Director, Office of Research Grants, American Chemical Society. 
 

The ACS Petroleum Research Fund (ACS-PRF) is an endowed fund administered by the Office of 
Research Grants of the American Chemical Society. ACS PRF was created to support “advanced 
scientific education and fundamental research in the petroleum field.” Since 1954, principal investigators 
at academic institutions doing petroleum-relevant research in chemistry, geosciences, chemical and 
petroleum engineering, and materials science have been supported by ACS PRF funding. Research 
support for faculty in departments that do not offer the PhD degree includes Undergraduate New 
Investigator (UNI) and Undergraduate Research (UR) grants. Faculty in the first three years of their first 
appointment as an assistant professor are eligible for UNI research grants. Established faculty in 
nondoctoral departments may apply for UR research grants. Information on research grant programs, 
including application materials and submission deadlines, can be found on the ACS PRF website, 
https://www.acsprf.org. 
Location: Potomac IV 

 
 (I-6) USDA-National Institute of Food and Agriculture’s Education Grant Programs.   

Ariela Zycherman, National Program Leader, USDA Division of Community and Education. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) funds a variety 
of education programs. This presentation will highlight opportunities for undergraduate research, 
education, and extension projects. 
Location: Potomac V 

 
 (I-7) ATRD and ISD Programs at the U.S. Department of Education.  

Timothy Duvall, Program Officer, Department of Education, OPE/IFLE. 
 

The Advanced Training and Research Division (ATRD) and International Studies Division (ISD) of the 
International and Foreign Language Education office encompass a variety of programs. Highlighted will 
be the National Resource Centers, Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship Programs, the Centers 
for International Business and Education, Seminars Abroad, Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad, 
Group Projects Abroad, and Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Language programs.  
Location: Washington A 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsfgrfp.org_&d=DwMFAg&c=c6MrceVCY5m5A_KAUkrdoA&r=qlJPMp4xnfNebqGhh_1PHzONM0hoz-ZyAAOzz0tqZy0&m=WBFsSFCYhjiuXE8AflY5o0v_3L4PmF760iOHZn8oYNU&s=MmdO4YSQeWc1fF2n0etBNnzoepbPyXmlVnaGOCtWxTc&e=
https://www.acsprf.org/
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 (I-8) Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). Ashley Sands, Senior Program Officer 

(Office of Library Services), and Connie Bodner, Supervisory Grants Management Specialist (Office of 

Museum Services). 

 

IMLS distributes more than $215 million to museums and libraries each year through formula grant, 

technical assessment, and competitive project-based grant programs. It aims to strengthen the capacity of 

museums and libraries to support learning and literacy for people of all ages; improve the well-being of 

their communities; and increase access to information, ideas, and networks. Many projects funded 

provide opportunities for undergraduate involvement in research, program development and delivery, 

technical skill-building, and community-engagement experiences. Fiscal Year 2018 Notices of Funding 

Opportunities are available at https://www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/available-grants. 

Location: Washington B 
 

11:00 AM–12:00 PM  Dialogues Session II 
 

 (II-1) American Educational Research Association (AERA) Grants.  
George L. Wimberly, Director of Professional Development, AERA. 

  
The American Educational Research Association (AERA) Grants Program is a research and training 

program designed to advance knowledge and build research capacity in education and STEM education 

and learning. The program support dissertation and postdoctoral level studies the advanced statistical use 

of major federal data sets, especially those of the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for 

Education Statistics (NCES) and the National Science Foundation (NSF), as well as studies using 

Statewide Longitudinal administrative Data Systems (SLDS) and related forms of administrative data 

sources. The program encourages research using multiple, large-scale data sources to conduct quantitative 

analysis and use statistical techniques to understand and address key and pivotal issues related to 

education, schools, and schooling in the advancement of science and the use of big data (www.aera.net). 

This presentation will provide an overview of the program and discuss the grant application process and 

examples of funded projects.  

Location: Potomac I 
 

 (II-2) Overview of NSF’s S-STEM Program. Thomas Kim and Pushpa Ramakrishna, Program 
Directors, NSF EHR/DUE. 

 

The NSF Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (S-STEM) program 
provides scholarships for academically talented STEM students who demonstrate need, enabling them to 
enter the STEM workforce or STEM graduate school following completion of an associate, 
baccalaureate, or graduate-level degree in a STEM discipline. These grants are made to institutions, which 
in turn make awards to students. A discussion of the grant solicitation and how to write a competitive 
proposal will be presented.  
Location: Washington B 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aera.net/
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 (II-3) National Institutes of Health (NIH), Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA) 
Program. Michelle Timmerman, Director of the NIH AREA Program. 
 

The NIH Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA) Program supports small-scale research 
projects in the biomedical and behavioral sciences at educational institutions that are not major recipients 
of NIH support. This workshop will discuss the goals of the program, unique aspects of AREA grant 
applications, funding statistics for the program, and the strategies used by applicants to successfully 
compete for AREA funding.  
Location: Conference Theatre 
 

 (II-4) National Endowment for the Arts. Melissa Menzer, Program Analyst, Office of Research and 
Analysis; and Katherine Bray-Simons, Design Specialist, Our Town/Visual Arts Program, National 
Endowment for the Arts. 
 
The National Endowment for the Arts is an independent federal agency that funds, promotes, and 
strengthens the creative capacity of communities by providing all Americans with diverse opportunities 
for arts participation. This session will cover two NEA grant programs: the Research: Art Works grant 
program, which supports research that investigates the value and/or impact of the arts, and the Our 
Town grant program, which supports creative placemaking projects that help to transform communities 
into lively, beautiful, and resilient places—achieving these community goals through strategies that 
incorporate arts, culture, and/or design. Information about eligibility and the proposal submission 
process will also be discussed. 
Location: Washington A 
 

 (II-5) National Science Foundation Education and Human Resources Directorate Division of 
Undergraduate Education (NSF EHR/DUE) Funding Opportunities in Teacher Preparation. 
Karen Keene, Program Director, Division of Undergraduate Education, Education and Human 
Resources, NSF. 
  
NSF EHR/DUE’s Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship (Noyce) program supports efforts to increase the 
number of highly qualified STEM teachers and the number of experienced and exemplary teacher leaders 
in high-need school districts. A brief overview of the four tracks of the Noyce program and the review 
process for proposals will be presented. 
Location:  Potomac II 

 
 (II-6) Overview of NSF Opportunities to Serve as a Program Officer on Temporary Assignment. 

Lindsey Moraz, Human Capital Management Analyst. 
 
NSF provides the major funding for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics research and 
education programs in the United States. NSF program directors have the primary responsibility for 
carrying out the agency's overall mission. Many program officer positions are temporary (one- to two- 
year) appointments/assignments of college and university faculty and administrators, conducted through 
formal and informal searches. Lindsey Moraz oversees the hiring of rotational staff and will provide 
information on the rotational programs process. A Q&A session will be held after the formal 
presentation. For additional information on NSF’s rotational programs, visit “Temporary/Rotator 
Programs” on the NSF website at:  https://www.nsf.gov/careers/rotator/. 
Location: Potomac III 
 

https://www.nsf.gov/careers/rotator/
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 (II-7) National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), Academic Research 
Opportunities and Activities. Brandi Toliver, Managing Program Director, International and 
Academic Affairs Office (IAAO), NIST.  
 

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is the nation’s oldest physical science 
laboratory. Established in 1901 as the National Bureau of Standards, NIST promotes innovation and 
industrial competitiveness by advancing measurement science, standards, and technology. In carrying out 
its mission, NIST collaborates with both industry and academia in multiple ways. The session will discuss 
ways that NIST collaborates, funding opportunities, and strategies for engaging NIST.  
Location: Potomac IV 
 

 (II-8) National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH): Opportunities for Research Funding. 
Daniel Sack, Senior Program Officer, Division of Research Programs, NEH. 
 

This presentation provides information about National Endowment for the Humanities grant programs 
open to individual applicants. The discussion will center on fellowships and summer stipend programs.  
Location: Potomac V 

 
12:00–1:30 PM   Lunch and Networking 

Location:  Regency E–F 
 

1:30–2:30 PM   Dialogues Session III 

 (III-1) Revisions of the Common Rule: What Every Faculty Principal Investigator and Research 

and Sponsored Program Officer Should Know. Misti Ault Anderson, Senior Advisor for Public 

Health Education, Office for Human Research Protections, HHS.  

 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and 15 other federal departments and agencies 
issued final revisions to the human subjects protection regulations (the Common Rule) on January 19, 
2017.  Scheduled to become effective on July 19, 2018, the new regulations have implications for human 
subject research and reviews conducted by college and university personnel.  This session will provide 
information on the revised Common Rule and provide a forum for questions on the implementation of 
the new regulations. 
Location: Conference Theatre  
 

 (III-2) Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Programs.  

Carmen Gordon, McNair Program Specialist, U.S. Department of Education, OPE.  

Through the Ronald E. McNair program (known informally as McNair Scholars), funds are awarded 
competitively to academic institutions to prepare students for doctoral study through engagement in 
research and other scholarly activities. Discussed will be the types of projects funded through 
McNair and expected upcoming solicitations. 
Location: Potomac I 
 

 (III-3) NSF Research in Undergraduate Institutions (RUI). Thomas Wenzel, Professor of 
Chemistry, Bates College.  
 
NSF directorates participate in the Research in Undergraduate Institutions (RUI) activity, which supports 
research by faculty members of primarily undergraduate institutions (PUIs) through the funding of 
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individual and collaborative research projects. A recipient for several RUI awards will describe what 
makes an excellent proposal, how to get the most out of an award, and how to establish a track record 
for future successful applicants. This session will have particular applicability to PUIs. 
Location: Washington A 
 

 (III-4) NOAA Undergraduate Research Scholarships and Opportunities for Research Grants, 
Marlene Kaplan, Deputy Director of Education, NOAA. 
 
NOAA selects 130–150 scholarship students each year studying in NOAA mission fields, including 
marine and atmospheric sciences, other related STEM fields, social sciences, and STEM education. The 
Ernest F. Hollings Scholarship supports about 125 students from any U.S. institution. The Educational 
Partnership Program supports 5–10 students from minority-serving institutions. Scholars receive $9,500 
per year in tuition support for junior- and senior-year and paid summer internships at NOAA facilities 
across the country. The award provides funds for scholars to present internship results at professional 
conferences, and many also publish. Data indicate that 100 percent of scholars would recommend the 
programs to students, and about 70 percent of scholarship students go on to graduate school. The top 
way that students learn about the scholarships is from their professors. NOAA accepts applications from 
current sophomores from September through January. Grant opportunities for faculty researchers also 
will be discussed.  
Location: Potomac II 
 

 (III-5) National Science Foundation: Funding Opportunities for Community and Technical 
Colleges. David Campbell, Program Director, Division of Research on Learning, NSF. 
  
This presentation is an overview of funding opportunities for community and technical colleges at NSF. 
The programs include: the Advanced Technological Education (ATE) program; the NSF Scholarships in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (S-STEM); the SBIR Phase II-CC opportunity; and 
the Improving Undergraduate Education in STEM (IUSE) programs. The emphasis will be on 
undergraduate research opportunities that include both traditional academic opportunities as well as 
industry internships. 

 Location: Potomac III 
 

 (III-6) National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Division of Education Programs.  
Julia Nguyen, Senior Program Officer, NEH Division of Education Programs, NEH. 
  
The varied programs of NEH Division of Education support the professional development of teachers 
in national programs and through grants at the local institutional level, as well as supporting the 
development of curriculum and teaching material. The NEH representative will focus on how these 
programs might support activities that engage undergraduate students in research. 
Location: Potomac IV 
 

 (III-7) Mock REU Panel. Michelle Bushey, Program Director, Division of Chemistry, and Corby 
Hovis, Program Director, Division of Undergraduate Education, NSF.  
 
Participants in this session, which extends through 3:45 pm, will have the opportunity to read proposals 
submitted to NSF’s Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program and to discuss them in 
small groups, simulating an NSF proposal review panel. Through the mock review-panel process, 
participants will gain valuable insights about both NSF’s merit review process and the attributes that 
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distinguish a competitive REU site proposal. (Note: Before the session, participants will be required 
to read two sample NSF proposal.)  
Location: Washington B 
 

2:45–3:45 PM  Dialogues Session IV 
 

 (IV-1) Opportunities in Science Policy: AAAS Science and Technology Policy Fellowships. 

Cynthia Bernardez, Program Manager, Science & Technology Policy Fellowships,  

American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

 
This presentation will highlight opportunities for scientists and engineers to apply their background 
and expertise to national and international initiatives, contribute to federal policymaking, and 
identify transferable skills for a successful career in science and technology policy. The fellowship is 
open to early career scientists and engineers, established faculty, and mid- to senior-level career 
professionals. Come learn more about the application process, the wide range of appointment 
possibilities through the S+T Fellowship program, and postfellowship career enhancement. 
Location: Potomac I 
 

 (IV-2) National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) Programs.  
Alice Kau, Program Director, Research on Autism Spectrum Disorders Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities Branch, Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development, NIH  
 
The NICHD studies “the complex process of human development from conception to old age.” Within 
NICHD, the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Branch (IDDB) sponsors research and research 
training aimed at preventing and ameliorating intellectual and related developmental disabilities. This 
session will discuss IDDB goals, particularly with respect to autism spectrum disorders (ASD); grant 
funding mechanisms for basic and applied research; research training; unique aspects of IDDB grant 
applications; funding statistics for the program; and strategies that can be used to successfully compete 
for IDDB funding.  
Location: Potomac II 
 

 (IV-3) Engaging Your Dean: A Comprehensive, School-Based Approach to Support Grant 

Writing. Jeffrey Osborn, Dean, School of Science, The College of New Jersey. 

      The School of Science at The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) has developed a comprehensive approach 
to support grant writing. As a strategic priority, this holistic approach focuses on student, faculty, and 
institutional success. In particular, the school has been working and investing in efforts to (1) increase 
awareness of the importance of grant writing, with the goal of creating opportunities and increasing 
intellectual vitality, and (2) increase proposal submissions and funding for strategic priorities and mission-
central initiatives. These efforts have been highly successful at increasing interest in grant writing and at 
increasing submission rates and funding rates among the school’s faculty and programs. The session 
will include a summary of TCNJ’s approach, as well as an interactive component for session attendees to 
share their experiences and best practices from their own campuses. 
Location: Washington A 
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 (IV-4) National Science Foundation, Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) Program.  
Randy L. Phelps, Staff Associate, Office of Integrative Activities, NSF. 
 
The NSF MRI Program supports the acquisition or development of research instrumentation that is, in 
general, too costly or inappropriate for support through other NSF programs. An overview of the 
program, recent statistics on award sizes and funding rates, and a brief synopsis of successful strategies 
will be presented.  
Location: Potomac III 
 

 (IV-5) Developing a New Generation of Globally-Engaged Scientists and Engineers:  
A Perspective from the NSF-OISE. Anne Emig, Program Coordinator, Office of International and 
Integrative Activities, Global Initiatives, NSF.  
 
A critical priority for the NSF is preparing a globally engaged workforce of future scientists and engineers 
in the United States. According to NSF’s strategic plan for 2011–2016, “As science and engineering 
expertise and infrastructure advance across the globe, it is expected that the United States will 
increasingly benefit from international collaborations and a globally engaged workforce leading to 
transformational S&E breakthroughs.” Recognizing the importance of providing international research 
opportunities for students at an early stage of their academic training, NSF offers a wide range of 
programs for undergraduates and their faculty mentors across all STEM fields. This session will highlight 
these opportunities. 
Location: Potomac IV 
 

 (IV-6) National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  
Jennifer Serventi, Senior Program Officer, Office of Digital Humanities, NEH.  
 

The NEH Office of Digital Humanities offers grants to encourage innovation in the digital humanities. 
In addition to project-based activities, the office funds professional development opportunities on 
various methods and approaches in the digital humanities for humanities scholars and professionals. In 
this session, the NEH representatives will review how these grant opportunities might support programs 
that involve undergraduate students in scholarly research and public engagement projects. Building on 
the conversations from last year’s CUR Dialogues, they also would welcome an opportunity to learn 
from the audience how the programs of the Office of Digital Humanities might better respond to the 
needs of the field. 
Location: Potomac V 

  
 (IV-7) (Note:  continuation of 1:30–2:30 pm session) Mock REU Panel. Michelle Bushey, Program 

Director, Division of Chemistry and Corby Hovis, Program Director, Division of Undergraduate 
Education, NSF. Participants in this session, which extends through 3:45 p.m., will have the opportunity 
to read proposals submitted to NSF’s Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program, and to 
discuss them in small groups, simulating an NSF proposal review panel. Through the mock review-panel 
process, participants will gain valuable insights about both NSF’s merit review process and the attributes 
that distinguish a competitive REU site proposal. (Note:  Before the session, participants will be 
required to read two sample NSF proposal.) Location: Washington B 

 
3:45–4:00 PM   Break 

    Location: E-F Pre-Function Area 
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4:00–-5:00 PM  Introduction and Plenary Session: 
Location: Regency E–F 
 
Introduction: 
Elizabeth L. Ambos, Executive Officer, Council on Undergraduate Research 
 
Plenary: “A Sense of Mission:   
Assessment of Courses That Integrate Teaching and Research” 
 
Sara Brownell, Arizona State University 
Viknesh (Vic) Sivanathan, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Science Education 
Alliance 
Patricia Soochan, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Initiatives for Institutions 
Katelyn Cooper, Arizona State University 
 

5:15–7:00 PM  Networking Reception 
   Location: Regency Ballroom Foyer  

 
Saturday, February 17, 2018 

 

7:00–8:15 AM   Continental Breakfast:   
    Location:  Regency E–F 
 

8:30–9:30 AM    Dialogues Session V 
 

 (V-1) National Science Foundation. Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) Program.  
Thomas Wenzel, Professor of Chemistry, Bates College.  
 
NSF research directorates participate in the Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) program. The MRI 
program enables the acquisition or development of research instrumentation that is, in general, too costly 
or inappropriate for support through other NSF programs. A recipient of MRI awards and past reviewer 
for the program will describe the elements of an excellent proposal. 
Location: Washington A 
 

 (V-2)  Mock IUSE and S-STEM Panel with Andrea Nixon, Program Director, DUE, NSF and 
Thomas Kim Program Director, NSF EHR/DUE. 

(Note: a separate registration is needed for this double session; this session runs 8:30–10:45 am). 
 
Participants in this session, which extends through 10:45 am, will have the opportunity to review and 
discuss proposals submitted to the IUSE program. Through the mock-panel process, participants will 
gain valuable insights into the review process and the attributes that distinguish a competitive grant 
proposal.  
Location: Washington B 
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 (V-3) Overview of Federal TRIO Programs:  How Your Institution Can Best Compete.  
Khadish Franklin, Associate Director, Pell Institute. 
 
In this session, participants will learn about the portfolio of TRIO programs and how to be competitive 
in grant seeking. The session leader has more than 10 years of experience in coaching prospective TRIO 
grant applicants.  
Location: Conference Theatre 
 

 (V-4) Optimizing the Working Relationships between Faculty Researchers and Sponsored 
Programs Staff. Linda Freed, Consultant, and Franci Farnsworth, Associate Director of Grants and 
Sponsored Programs, Middlebury College. 
 
This session will be a conversation between campus sponsored programs staff and faculty researchers 
about the key services and roles of a sponsored programs office (SPO) relative to faculty research with 
undergraduates.  The goal is to generate discussion leading to “takeaway” solutions. Typical SPO services 
will be identified with the focus on brainstorming strategies for best using or providing those services to 
advance research programs; increasing external funding opportunities; and ensuring responsible 
stewardship of extramural funds, especially at small to mid-size institutions.  
Location: Potomac I 
 

 (V-5) Faculty and Student Research Support Opportunities through the Inter-Agency BRAIN 

Initiative. Ellen Carpenter, Program Director, Division of Undergraduate Education, National Science 

Foundation.  

 

This presentation will highlight funding opportunities managed through the interagency BRAIN 
initiative (Brain Research through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies), which seeks to 
develop insights to the human brain’s structure, function , and health. A particular focus of this 
session will be funding opportunities provided through NSF’s Integrat ive Strategies for 
Understanding Neural and Cognitive Systems (NSF-NCS) program.  
Location: Potomac II 

 

9:45–10:45 AM      Dialogues Session VI 
 

 (VI-1) Faculty Research Support Opportunities in the Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences 
(SBE). Josie Welkom, Program Director, NSF SBE. 
 

This presentation will highlight funding opportunities managed through the SBE Directorate at 
NSF. These include fundamental research in core SBE disciplines, as well as multi- and 
interdisciplinary initiatives, and cross-directorate programs. 
Location: Potomac I 
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 (VI-2) Mock IUSE and S-STEM Panel with Andrea Nixon, Program Director, DUE, NSF and 
Thomas Kim Program Director, NSF EHR/DUE. (Note: a separate registration is needed for this 
double session; this session runs 8:30–10:45 am). 

 
Participants in this session will have the opportunity to review and discuss proposals submitted to the 
IUSE program.  Through the mock-panel process, participants will gain valuable insights into the review 
process and the attributes that distinguish a competitive grant proposal.  
Location: Washington B 

 
 (VI-3) Research Opportunities for Faculty in the Mathematical and Physical Sciences to Solve 

Global Challenges. Padmanabhan Seshaiyer, Associate Dean, College of Science and Professor of 

Mathematical Sciences, George Mason University. 

 
This presentation will highlight opportunities for supporting research in the Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences through a variety of funding agencies. These include fundamental research in core disciplines as 
well as multidisciplinary initiatives across agencies to solve complex global challenges.  
Location: Potomac II 
 

 (VI-4) Raising Donors:  How to Get Started in Generating Private Funding for Your 
Undergraduate Research Programs. David F. Brakke, Dean and Professor Emeritus, College of 
Science and Mathematics, James Madison University. 
  
Undergraduate research is a compelling case for many donors, but often faculty and administrators do 
not know how to get started. In this interactive session, the following topics will be addressed:  
(1) the development of a case statement, (2) the art of telling stories of the impact of mentored 
undergraduate research experiences, (3) the ways to make a pitch for funding priorities to potential 
donors, (4) the importance of stewardship and the way in which one gift can lead to another, and (5) the 
different ways that gifts can be structured at institutions.  
Location: Potomac III 
 

 (VI-5) Research Support Opportunities in the National Science Foundation’s Integrative 
Organismal Systems Division (BIO Directorate). Kathryn Dickson, Program Director, NSF BIO-
IOS. 
 

This presentation will highlight funding opportunities managed by the Division of Integrative 
Organismal Systems (IOS) within the NSF’s Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO). Research 
programs in the four core IOS disciplines (Behavioral, Developmental, Neural, Physiological and 
Structural Systems); interdisciplinary and cross-directorate programs; and mechanisms to incorporate 
undergraduate research, public outreach, and educational initiatives will be discussed. 
Location: Potomac IV 

 
10:45–11:00 AM   Break  
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11:00 AM–12:00 PM  Closing Keynote  
Location: Regency E-F 

 
 Speaker Introduction: 

Anne Boettcher, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
President, Executive Board of the Council on Undergraduate Research 

 
“A Sense of Mission:  Charting an Effective Advocacy Course for Federal 
Research and Education Programs” 
Della Cronin, Bose Washington Partners, and James Brown,  
the STEM Education Coalition  
Maria Iacullo-Bird, Pace University 

 
12:00–12:15 PM  Closing Comments and Adjournment 
     Location: Regency E-F 

 
Elizabeth L. Ambos 
Executive Officer, Council on Undergraduate Research 
 
 

******************************************************* 
 

 

CUR Dialogues Beyond-the-Basics Workshop* 
  

Location: Washington A 
 

 
Saturday, February 17  1:30–5:30 PM      

     

Sunday, February 18    8:00 AM-12 Noon    
 
Facilitators: 

 
Thomas Wenzel 
Professor of Chemistry 
Bates College 
 
Cedric L. Williams 
Professor 
Dept. of Psychology; Div. of Neuroscience & Behavior 
University of Virginia 
 
 
*A separate registration is required. 
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Useful Acronyms: 
 

AAAS – American Association for the Advancement of 
Science 
ACS PRF – American Chemical Society Petroleum 
Research Fund 
AERA – American Educational Research Association 
AREA – Academic Research Enhancement Award 
ATRD – Advanced Training and Research Division 
BCS – Division of Behavioral and Cognitive Sciences 
BIO – Directorate for Biological Sciences 
CAREER – Faculty Early Career Development 
CEC – Leading to Diversity Coordination and Evaluation 
Center 
CHE – Division of Chemistry 
DBI – Division of Biological Infrastructure 
DOE – Department of Energy 
EHR-DUE – Directorate for Education and Human 
Resources, Division of Undergraduate Education 
GRFP – Graduate Research Fellowship Program 
HHMI – Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
IAAO – International and Academic Affairs Office 
IES – Institute of Education Sciences 
IFLE – International and Foreign Language Education 
ISD – International Studies Division  

MPS/CHE – Directorate for Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences, Division of Chemistry 
MRI – Major Research Instrumentation Program 
NCES –National Center for Education Statistics 
NEA – National Endowment for the Arts 
NEH – National Endowment for the Humanities 
NIDA – National Institute for Drug Abuse Research 
NIGMS – National Institute of General Medical Sciences 
NIH – National Institutes of Health 
NIST – National Institute of Standards and Technology 
NSF – National Science Foundation 
OPE – Office of Postsecondary Education 
PUI – Primarily Undergraduate Institution 
RCN – Research Coordination Networks 
REU – Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
RUI –Research in Undergraduate Institutions 
SBE – Directorate for Social, Behavioral and Economic 
Sciences  
S-STEM – Scholarships for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
TRIO – Federal Early Outreach and Student Services 
Programs  
UBE – Undergraduate Biology Education
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Keynote Speakers’ Biographical Information 
in Order of Presentation 

 
 

Tisha Wiley: Tisha Wiley is a social psychologist and the assistant director for criminal justice at the National Institute on 

Drug Abuse (NIDA). Wiley oversees a portfolio of approximately $35 million in health services research grants annually. Her 

portfolio includes three overlapping areas of scientific inquiry: (1) drug abuse treatment services in criminal justice, juvenile 

justice, and child welfare settings; (2) implementation science; and (3) technology, methodology, and measurement 

development. Wiley has served as the NIDA project scientist on several large-scale, multisite research initiatives, including 

NIDA’s Juvenile Justice Translational Interventions for Adolescents in the Legal System (JJ-TRIALS) and Criminal Justice 

Drug Abuse Treatment Studies (CJ-DATS) cooperative research programs. Prior to joining NIDA, Wiley was a fellow at the 

Office of Behavioral and Social Science Research (OBSSR) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), where she worked 

several methodological initiatives. Before coming to the NIH, Wiley was the assistant director of research at the Juvenile 

Protective Association, a nonprofit social service agency in Chicago. A first-generation college student, Wiley was introduced 

to research through the Ronald E. McNair Program at Truman State University in Kirksville, MO.  

Tony Beck: L. Tony Beck is a program director in the Center for Research Capacity Building, where he manages the Science 

Education Partnership Award (SEPA) that supports preK–grade 12 diversity pipeline projects and health-related exhibits at 

science centers and museums. Beck also manages the SBIR/STTR Serious STEM Interactive Digital Media program and the 

NIH Curriculum Supplement Series.  

Prior to joining NIGMS, Beck managed science education projects in the Office of Research Infrastructure Programs and in 

the former National Center for Research Resources, where he also managed Clinical and Translational Science Awards and 

human embryonic stem cell infrastructure programs. He started his NIH career in 2000 as a scientific review officer at 

NIAAA, and he worked for three Maryland area biotechnology companies before coming to NIH. Beck earned a BA and MS 

in biological sciences at the University of California, Riverside, and a PhD in cell and molecular biology from the University of 

California, Irvine. He conducted postdoctoral research at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center and the Eleanor 

Roosevelt Institute for Cancer Research in Denver. 

Michelle Bushey earned a BA from Oberlin College and then joined the Peace Corps in Kenya. Obtaining a PhD from UNC–

Chapel Hill under the direction of Jim Jorgenson, she spent her 25-year academic career at Trinity University in San Antonio. 

There she was involved with raising more than $3 million in grants and awards, and 105 high school and undergraduate students 

worked in her lab. Her recent research includes fundamental studies of polymeric stationary phases used in capillary separations 

and the application of analytical chemistry to cultural heritage issues. Her work in this area has taken her to the San Antonio 

Museum of Art and the Alamo. She joined NSF in 2014 and converted to permanent status in 2016. In the Division of Chemistry, 

she is a program director in the Chemical Measurement and Imaging Program. She is currently the program lead for the 

Chemistry Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) Sites Program and the Special Projects program.   

Katelyn Cooper is a PhD student at Arizona State University.  As a biology education researcher, she is exploring ways to 

make undergraduate biology education, particularly undergraduate research experiences, more inclusive.  She has taught and 

assessed course-based undergraduate research experiences. 

Moses Lee: Moses Lee, program director for research and science at the M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust, oversees proposals 

and directs enrichment programs in scientific research at universities, research institutes, and private colleges in the Pacific 

Northwest. He also handles proposals in education, medical and health-related areas, and environmental conservation. Lee holds 

a PhD in organic chemistry. He maintains an active research program at Georgia State University that focuses on developing 

compounds that control the function of specific genes or proteins, with application as potential treatments or vaccines for cancer 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/researchers/justice-system-research-initiatives
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and parasitic diseases. After 16 years on the faculty at Furman University, Lee moved to Hope College and served as professor 

of chemistry and dean of natural and applied sciences for eight years, before joining the Murdock Trust in 2013.  

With funding from federal agencies (NSF and NIH), private foundations, and business corporations, Lee has mentored 300 

undergraduate students, 32 MS students, 5 PhD students, and 13 postdoctoral scholars, as well as published 190 peer-reviewed 

research publications. Lee has served as an expert consultant at the NSF and as a member of the board and advisory committee 

of the ACS-PRF and RCSA, respectively. He has also served on grant panels at the Murdock Trust, PRF, NSF, and other 

scientific foundations. Lee is a recipient of the Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award, the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Scholar-

Fellow Award, and the ACS Award for Research at an Undergraduate Institution. 

Silvia Ronco: Silvia Ronco is a senior program director at Research Corporation for Science Advancement, the oldest U.S. 

foundation solely dedicated to science funding. At RCSA, she directs the Cottrell Scholar program and is involved in 

programmatic aspects for the foundation’s scientific initiatives.  

Ronco joined RCSA in September 2003 after a faculty career in the Chemistry Department of the University of South Dakota, 

where she conducted research in inorganic photochemistry and taught undergraduate and graduate courses. In addition, she 

was the founding chair of the USD undergraduate research council and served as program director for an externally-funded, 

campus-wide, interdisciplinary research summer program, “Retracing the Lewis and Clark Expedition: Contemporary Aspects 

of Culture and Environment along the Missouri River.” Ronco received a PhD in inorganic chemistry from the National 

University of La Plata (Argentina) and conducted postdoctoral work at the Notre Dame Radiation Laboratory and Clemson 

University.  

Ronco is an elected member of the CUR Executive Board and a CUR Chemistry Councilor. She is also an elected councilor 

for the American Chemical Society Division of Inorganic Chemistry and a member of the ACS Committee on Divisional 

Activities. 

Maria Iacullo-Bird: Maria Iacullo-Bird is assistant dean for undergraduate research, grants and special projects and director 

of the Dyson College Center for Undergraduate Research Experiences at Pace University. Her administrative responsibilities 

include overseeing grant programs, leading undergraduate research initiatives, and supporting faculty in grant development and 

research collaborations. She successfully has authored more than $6 million in educational, performing arts, capital funding, 

service learning, and research grants and has special expertise in social justice projects to benefit low-income, first-generation 

college students. Her research and teaching have been supported by grants from the NEH, the New Jersey Historical 

Commission, Project Pericles, and Thinkfinity. Since 2013, she has been a CUR Arts and Humanities Councilor and advocacy 

representative, and currently chairs the CUR Arts and Humanities Division. In collaboration with CUR Executive Board 

representative Joseph Trimmer and CUR executive officer Elizabeth L. Ambos, Iacullo-Bird is leading outreach to the NEH 

and foundations to increase both funding support for undergraduate research in the humanities and recognition that the 

humanities have critical workforce relevance in the twenty-first century. A cultural and public historian, she is a Barnard 

College graduate and earned her PhD in history from Columbia University. 

Della Cronin: Della B. Cronin is a principal of Bose Washington Partners, a government and public affairs firm in 

Washington, DC. Cronin brings more than 20 years of experience in education and research policy, legislative and regulatory 

processes, fund-raising, and public affairs to the firm, having worked for a broad array of education companies and interests. 

Cronin has managed corporate and national partnerships, communications for a corporate foundation, as well as outreach and 

public awareness efforts, and worked with the Department of Education to inform college campus officials about policy 

changes resulting from reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. She organizes Capitol Hill briefings and congressional 

advocacy days, and has encouraged groups she works with to integrate social medial elements into those events. Her clients are 

organizations affected by federal K-12, career and technical, STEM and higher education policy, as well as the programs and 

policies of the federal research agencies. She also is a frequent speaker on the topics of federal education and research policy, 
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as well as the ins and outs of policymaking in Washington, DC. Cronin holds a bachelor’s degree in economics with a minor in 

political science from Virginia Tech. 

James Brown: James Brown is executive director of the STEM Education Coalition, an alliance of more than 700 business, 

professional, and education organizations, that works to raise awareness in Congress, the Trump administration, and other 

organizations about the critical role played by STEM education in enabling the United States to remain the economic and 

technological leader of the global marketplace of the twenty-first century. Prior to joining the coalition, he was assistant 

director for advocacy at the American Chemical Society. A nuclear engineer by training, he previously worked as a legislative 

aide for Rep. Doc Hastings (R–WA) and began his career as an engineer with Newport News Shipbuilding, working on 

aircraft carrier construction. He received a BS from the University of New Mexico and an MS from Penn State, both in 

nuclear engineering. He also holds an MBA from George Washington University. 

 

 

 

 

 POSTERS ON THE HILL 2019  
 

Nothing more effectively demonstrates 
the value of undergraduate research 

than the words and stories of the 
student participants themselves.  
In spring 2019, the Council on 

Undergraduate Research (CUR) will 
host its 23rd annual undergraduate 
poster session on Capitol Hill. This 

event will help members of Congress 
understand the importance of 

undergraduate research, as they talk 
directly with the students engaged in 

these programs. 

 

Encourage your students to apply for 
the 2019 event. The application period 
will open in fall 2018.  

 

 
 

 

http://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/student_events/posters_on_the_hill/ 
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CUR Events and Institutes 
All events are also posted on the CUR website at http://www.cur.org 

 
March 23-25, 2018, Bowie State University 
Broadening Participation Institution (BPI)- The institute is designed for faculty and administrators to develop (or 
enhance) their knowledge, skills, and competencies in increasing access, fostering diversity, and creating an inclusive 
environment for all students. An expressed goal of the institute is for participating institutions to develop an authentic 
program in support of broadening participation of students from underrepresented groups.  
 
April 4-7, 2018, University of Central Oklahoma 
National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR)- This national conference is dedicated to promoting 
undergraduate research, scholarship, and creative activity in all fields of study for students.  
 
April 9-13, 2018, Undergraduate Research Week- How will you celebrate? Send a short description of your event along 
with a photograph and your campus logo to robin@cur.org to be listed on CUR’s Undergraduate Research Week website. 
 
April 17-18, 2018, Washington, DC 
Posters on the Hill (POH)- At this evening poster session and reception, students have the opportunity to speak directly to 
members of Congress and demonstrate the effect of undergraduate research programs on their lives.  
 
July 1-3, 2018, Hyatt Regency Crystal City, Arlington, VA 
CUR Biennial Conference- CUR’s signature professional development conference hosts faculty and administrators 
operating, assessing, and leading undergraduate research, scholarly, and creative inquiry programs.  
 
July 12-16, 2018, Georgia College, Milledgeville 
Proposal Writing Institute- This institute will bring together faculty and administrators interested in preparing proposals for 
submission to external funding agencies. The four-day institute will consist of one-on-one work with a mentor, writing, small-
group discussions, and critiquing of proposals. The institute has been developed to assist novice to experienced proposal 
writers in drafting complete proposals for submission. Prior to the institute, participants will be able to access information that 
will help them begin to draft their proposal. Application deadline is May 15, 2018. 
 
October 5-7, 2018, Montana State University, Bozeman 
Creative Inquiry in the Arts and Humanities Institute-This institute will assist campus-based teams in developing 
transformative opportunities for undergraduate research, scholarship, and creativity (URSC) in the arts and humanities. The 
goal of the institute is to inform participants about current research on learning outcomes for students engaging in URSC. 
Application deadline is August 15, 2018. 
 
October 5-7, 2018, Stetson University, DeLand, FL 
Beginning a Research Program in the Natural Sciences at a Predominantly Undergraduate Institution Institute- The 
goal of the institute is to give individual pre-tenured faculty members the opportunity to learn from and discuss with 
experienced faculty how to establish and manage a research program with undergraduates. While at the institute, participants 
will also prepare plans for starting and/or advancing their individual research programs at their respective campuses. A range 
of topics will be covered during the institute that show ways to achieve career success in undergraduate research. Application 
deadline is August 15, 2018. 
 
October 12-14, 2018, Capital University, Columbus, OH 
Transforming Undergraduate Research Culture and Curricula (TURCC)- This workshop will bring together teams of 
three to five faculty members and administrators from institutions interested in institutionalizing existing research activities 
and in developing research-rich curricula to support those goals. Application deadline is August 17, 2018. 
 

Please visit the CUR website at www.cur.org or contact  
Tavia S. Cummings at tcummings@cur.org or 202.783.4810 x204 for more information or updates. 

 

http://www.cur.org/
http://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/institutes/broadening_participation_institute/
http://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/student_events/ncur/
https://www.cur.org/events/undergraduate_research_week_2018/
mailto:robin@cur.org
http://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/student_events/posters_on_the_hill/
https://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/cur_biennial_conference_2018/
https://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/institutes/proposal_writing_institute/
https://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/institutes/creative_inquiry_institute/
https://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/institutes/beginning_a_research_program_in_the_natural_sciences_institute/
https://www.cur.org/conferences_and_events/institutes/transforming_undergraduate_research_culture_and_curricula_turcc/
mailto:tcummings@cur.org
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Introducing... 

Scholarship and Practice  

of Undergraduate Research (SPUR) 

The Journal of the Council on Undergraduate Research 

Editor-in-Chief: James LaPlant (Valdosta State University) 

Scope. The quarterly SPUR publishes scholarly work that examines effective 

practices and novel approaches, explores pedagogical models, and highlights 

the results of assessment of undergraduate research. As a peer-reviewed publi-

cation of the Council on Undergraduate Research, the journal provides useful 

and inspiring information that increases understanding of undergraduate student-

faculty engagement in research, scholarship, and creative work in all disci-

plines and at all types of higher education institutions in the United States and 

abroad.  

Submissions. Read the SPUR Author Guidelines (www.cur.org/

publications/SPUR), or visit the SPUR online submission site, 

spur.msubmit.net. 

Upcoming Themes 
 Spring 2018: “Undergraduate Research and Student Success Outcomes” 

 Summer 2018:  
“Leveraging Undergraduate Research to Foster Diversity and Achieve Equity” 

 Winter 2018: “Mentoring Models” 

Subscriptions. SPUR is a CUR member benefit; included in the price of 

most memberships; and is also available to libraries, institutions, and associa-

tions ($95/year) as well as individual nonmembers ($42/year). Visit 

www.cur.org to subscribe to SPUR or to join CUR and receive SPUR as a ben-

efit of membership.  

Advertising. The Council on Undergraduate Research accepts advertising 

from organizations and individuals if such ads are in line with its tax-exempt 

educational purpose, which is to promote undergraduate research and education. 

Visit the SPUR webpage (www.cur.org/publications/SPUR) for advertising 

specifications, rates, and deadlines. 

Questions? Visit the SPUR webpage (www.cur.org/publications/SPUR) or 

email SPUR@cur.org. 

 
The Council on Undergraduate Research  

734 15th Street, NW  Suite 850 

Washington, DC  20005-1013 

Tel: 202/793-4810  SPUR@cur.org  www.cur.org/publications/SPUR 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Address (as of April 1, 2017): 
Council on Undergraduate Research 

734 15th Street NW, Suite 850 
Washington, DC 20005 

202.783.4810 
www.cur.org 
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