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Each faculty member attending the Beyond the Basics Workshop must submit a one-page 
project summary for a single research or curriculum project they are interested in pursuing in a 
future grant application.  
 
Please insure that your name and institutional affiliation are at the top of the summary.  
 
For those in the sciences or social sciences, the project summary should take the form specified 
by either the National Science Foundation or National Institutes of Health, depending on which 
agency is most appropriate to the individual’s project.  For those in the humanities or if the NSF 
or NIH format seems inappropriate for the project, submit a summary that is no longer than one 
page.   
 
Workshop participants who are in an administrative position (e.g., research grants officer) are 
not required to submit a summary.  However, they can submit one summary for a faculty 
member at their institution should they wish.    
 
Information on the format of the NIH and NSF project summaries is provided below. 
 
NIH – Project Summary 
The purpose of the Project Summary is to describe succinctly every major aspect of the 
proposed project. It should contain a statement of objectives and methods to be employed. 
Members of the Study Section who are not primary reviewers may rely heavily on the summary 
to understand your application. Consider the significance and innovation of the research 
proposed when preparing the Project Summary.  
 
The Project Summary must be no longer than 30 lines of text, and follow the required font and 
margin specifications. The second component of the Project Summary is relevance of this 
research to public health. Use plain language that can be understood by a general, lay 
audience. The Project Summary should not contain proprietary confidential information.  
 
The summary should include:  
� a brief background of the project;  
� specific aims, objectives, or hypotheses;  
� the significance of the proposed research and relevance to public health;  
� the unique features and innovation of the project;  
� the methodology (action steps) to be used;  
� expected results; and  
� description of how your results will affect other research areas.  
 
NSF – Project Summary 
The NSF Project Summary has three sections in which proposers must provide an “Overview” 
and address the “Intellectual Merit’ and “Broader Impacts” of the proposed activity. These 
sections must be labeled and the entire Project Summary must fit within one page.  Proposals 
that do not separately address the overview and both merit review criteria within the one-page 
Project Summary will be not be accepted or will be returned without review by NSF. 


