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The URPD has an active on-line conversation over the past several months about a set of 
initiatives we are interested in pursuing as a division.  These include: (1) developing an E-
Newsletter for the members of our division that would include brief articles about best practices, 
good resources for student and faculty engagement, references to new publications of relevance 
to our division, etc.; (2)  soliciting ideas for publications that would be of relevance to 
undergraduate research program directors at all types of institutions; (3) offering a conference in 
the off year from the National Meeting for undergraduate research program directors around the 
country (this was before the economy took such a hit); and (4) our role in outreach to diverse 
individuals and institutions with centralized offices who might be interested in CUR. 
 
The following are the CUR activities that individual members of our division have been engaged 
in over the past several months.  
 
Mary Crowe participated as a facilitator at the CUR workshop held Edmond, Oklahoma and did 
a follow up on site visit to Augusta State University as part of the CUR CCLI Grant.  She also 
gave a presentation on Multi-institutional Collaborations and Interdisciplinary Proposals at CUR 
Dialogues. 
 
 
Carol Bender and Donna Brown made a presentation on International Undergraduate Research 
Experiences at the Canadian Bureau of International Education Annual Meeting held in St. 
John's, Newfoundland, Canada (November 1 - 4). While not CUR sponsored I thought it would 
be of interest to CUR and Carol also gave a talk at the AAAS conference on Diversity in 
Undergraduate STEM Education in Bethesda May 7-9 where many CUR members were in 
attendance.  
 
Joyce Kinkead gave several presentations on undergraduate research including: “Peer Tutors, 
Inquiry, and Undergraduate Research” at Rocky Mt Peer Tutoring Conference, March 2009;  
“Undergraduate Research and the Writing Major at Conference on College Composition and 
Communication, March 2009; and “Undergraduate Research in Recruitment, Retention, and Marketing,” 
National Conference on Recruitment & Retention, July 2009. She is currently working on a CUR 
publication with Sheila Pedigo entitled Advancing Undergraduate Research: Public Relations, 
Marketing and Development, ed Joyce Kinkead and Sheila Pedigo (in development) 
 
 
Anne Boettch had three CUR related activities since the last CUR meeting.  I served as a 
facilitator for the "Initiating and Sustaining Undergraduate Research Programs” Workshop in 
Greensboro, Fall 08; I started work on a PR poster for CUR (waiting to see if we merge with 
NCUR to complete); and I gave a presentation through our campus PETAL - Program for the 
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning program focused on the University of South Alabama 
Undergraduate Research Program, but included section on CUR and NCUR - encouraging 
membership and participation.  I also recruited a new councilor for the Humanities and Arts 
Division, David Durant.  Unfortunately David will not be able to attend the business meeting due 
to our campus budget cuts (I am the only one of three USA councilors coming).  He is very 
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excited about the program and Julio Turrens, David and I hope we will all be able to attend in 
2010. 
 
 
Janet Stocks facilitated a Proposal Writing workshop for the New College of Florida in January;  
conducted a site visit, with John Mateja, to evaluate the Elon University Undergraduate Research 
Program in May and hosted and facilitated Initiating and Sustaining Undergraduate Research 
Programs Institute at Baldwin-Wallace in May. 
 
Sandra Gregerman contributed a chapter to the new CUR publication Broadening Participation 
in Undergraduate Research and organized and facilitated the Initiating and Sustaining 
Undergraduate Research Programs Institute at Baldwin-Wallace in May. 




