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WHEN IT COMES  
to presenting 
research, most 

chemistry students think 
of ACS meetings — local, 
regional, and national — 
where the audience consists 
of other chemists. But have 
you ever thought about other 
venues?

In April 2007, Kenneth 
R. Houser (vice president of 
our Student Affiliates chapter 
at Lebanon Valley College, 
or LVC) and I traveled to 
Washington, D.C. to pres-
ent our work at the Council 
on Undergraduate Research 
(CUR) Posters on the Hill 
event. We were one of 60 
groups selected from nearly 
400 applicants in all disci-
plines from around the coun-
try. Our advisor, Marc Harris, 
assistant professor of chemis-
try at LVC, accompanied us 
on the trip, where we had 
the chance to interact with a 
much wider audience.

Promoting under-
graduate research

CUR assists administra-
tors and faculty members in 
assessing and improving the 
undergraduate research envi-
ronment at their institutions. 
More significantly, the group 
provides information on the 
importance of undergraduate 
research to state legislatures, 

private foundations, gov-
ernment agencies, and the 
U.S. Congress. To raise such 
awareness, CUR annually 
holds its Posters on the Hill 
event on Capitol Hill.

The event was more than 
just a poster session, howev-
er. CUR partnered with the 
American Chemical Society 
(ACS) and other organiza-
tions, offering us a full day-
and-a-half of programming.

Exploring career 
options

CUR arranged a behind-
the-scenes tour of the 
National Museum of 
National History, where 
participants were able to 
meet and discuss research 
with museum scientists. This 
excursion enabled us to 
experience a different setting 
than the traditional lab, and 
further expand our thinking 

about career choices 
after graduation.

To round out our 
experience in the 
Nation’s Capital, we 
were also treated to a 
private tour of some 
of the most famous 
national monuments.

A panel discussion on 
careers in government 
was held with modera-
tor Ric Weibel from the 
Center for Careers in 
Science and Technology 

at the American Association 
for the Advancement of 
Science. The two panelists 
were Rieko Yajima, a former 
fellow from the National 
Academy of Science, and 
Lenka Fedorkova from the 
National Institutes of Health. 
These speakers shared sto-
ries of the non-traditional 
paths they had taken to 
reach their present positions, 
which helped us broaden 
our understanding of career 
options and 
strategies 
even further.

Getting 
briefed

We also 
attended an 
orientation 
led by James 
Brown, senior 
legislative 

associate at ACS. This ses-
sion gave us background on 
some of the key national 
policy issues related to sci-
ence. One such topic was 
the America Competes 
Act, which focuses on 
maintaining and improving 
the United States’ ability 
to lead in innovation. To 
do so, the Act aims to: (1) 
increase research investment, 
(2) strengthen educational 
opportunities in science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics from elemen-
tary through graduate school, 
and (3) develop an innova-
tion infrastructure.

After Brown’s presenta-
tion, we were encouraged 
to discuss our support of the 
Act with our respective sena-
tors and representatives at 
meetings scheduled on the 
following day.
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Kenneth R. Houser and Marc Harris at the 
Capitol.
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Timothy Garrett, Kenneth R. Houser, Rep. Tim Holden, 
and Marc Harris.
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Reaching out
During Posters on the Hill, 

the members of our group 
from LVC were able to pres-
ent our research to members 
of Congress, and act as 
ambassadors for the ACS 
Legislative Action Network.

On the day of the sympo-
sium, we met with science 
advisors to Senators Arlen 
Spector and Robert Casey, 
both from Pennsylvania, and 
also with Representative Tim 
Holden of the 17th District of 
Pennsylvania. In 
our meetings, we 
stressed the signifi-
cance of research 
in the undergradu-
ate curriculum in 
preparation for 
graduate school, 
and also its ben-
efits over the tra-
ditional laboratory 
class setting.

On a more per-
sonal note, I was 
able to discuss 
how my experiences in the 
lab have equipped me with 
tools that will be valuable 
for me as a future teacher 

of high school chemistry. 
Members of Congress were 
then invited, along with 
their advisors, to the poster 
session and reception that 
evening.

Celebrating science
The ACS Public Service 

Awards were presented by 
ACS President Catherine T. 
(Katie) Hunt in conjunction 
with Posters on the Hill (see 
box). The awards, established 
in 1997 under the direction 
of ACS Former President 
Ronald Breslow, are present-
ed for outstanding contribu-
tions to, and support of, the 
chemical sciences.

The coupling of this 
recognition event with the 

poster session allowed us to 
share our research with other 
chemists from industry and 
academia in order to gain 

their insight and apply 
it to our research.

Sharing our 
research

The members of 
our LVC chemistry 
research group have 
had the pleasure of 
presenting our work at 
regional and national 

meetings — but this 
venue definitely had 
its own unique appeal. 
Where our discussions 

with chemistry students and 
working chemists at other 
events often focused on the 
more theoretical or technical 
aspects of our work, at this 
event we had to explain our 

research in terms of its prac-
tical applications to people 
with a different or limited 
scientific background.

This trip taught us more 
about ACS and, more 
importantly, about our duty 

as members of our Student 
Affiliates chapter and the 
Society as a whole to keep 
our senators and representa-
tives informed about the 
importance of chemistry and 
undergraduate research.

A Quick Look at the 
2007 ACS Public Service 

Awardees

•	Ralph J. Cicerone, President, 
National Academy of Sciences
Internationally recognized scientist, highly 
effective in engaging and influencing policy-
makers. His research in atmospheric chem-
istry and climate change is helping shape 
science and environmental policy nationally 
and internationally.

•	Rep. Rubén Hinojosa (D-TX)
Expanded opportunities for people from  
disadvantaged backgrounds to compete 
in the increasingly technological global 
economy. Also helped create the Hispanic 
Engineering, Science and Technology Week 
Conference, one of the nation’s largest such 
events.

•	Rep. David Hobson (R-OH)
Chair of the House Energy and Water 
Subcommittee, which oversees the 
Department of Energy and its Office of 
Science. Oversaw first major increase in 
funding for basic science at DOE in a genera-
tion, and advocates for federal investment in 
basic R&D.

tiMothy garrett, Jr. is a senior majoring in 
chemistry education at Lebanon Valley College and is 
president of the college’s Student Affiliates chapter. He 
plans to student teach next year. 
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Catherine T. (Katie) Hunt, ACS President, and 
Rep. Brian Baird with students and faculty 
from North Seattle Community College.

Dominican Universtiy of California students Joyce 
Valencia, Christopher Heiser and Eric Hinderleider.


