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1. President Obama Releases Funding Plan  

On Monday, February 13, President Obama sent his Administration’s FY2013 proposed budget 
to Congress.  He gave the country a preview of his ideas and priorities in his January State of the 
Union address, so the content of the proposal was not totally unexpected.  According to 
documents released by the White House, “The President’s 2013 Budget is built around the idea 
that our country does best when everyone gets a fair shot, does their fair share, and plays by the 
same rules.  We must transform our economy from one focused on speculating, spending, and 
borrowing to one constructed on the solid foundation of educating, innovating, and building.”  
While Obama’s budget requests $3.8 trillion in discretionary spending, the plan also adheres to 
the tight spending caps agreed to in last summer’s Budget Control Act that reduces discretionary 
spending by $1 trillion over 10 years.  As a result, discretionary spending will be reduced from 
8.7 percent of GDP in 2011 to 5.0 percent in 2022. 

Over the past week, the President and his surrogates have emphasized that meeting the spending 
targets as required by law meant some very difficult choices, including: reforming, 
consolidating, or freezing programs; cutting ineffective or nonessential programs that are now 
unaffordable; and focusing on key investments.  The White House argues that, overall, the 
President’s budget moves scarce federal resources into the areas critical to growing the economy 
and restoring middle-class security: education and skills for American workers, innovation and 
manufacturing, clean energy, research and infrastructure.  Selling this proposal to Congress, 
which controls the country’s coffers, will be an uphill battle, particularly in an election year and 
during a time when so much attention is focused on the appropriate size and role of the federal 
government.   

The Administration considers itself an ally to the education and research communities, and to 
highlight the request’s financial commitment to research, the White House hosted a call on 



Thursday, February 16, providing an overview of expanded buckets of research dollars sprinkled 
throughout the federal agencies.  John Holdren, Assistant to the President for Science and 
Technology, and Sally Ericsson from the Office of Management and Budget moderated the call 
and explained the budget included an $141 billion overall increase in basic and applied research 
which amounts to an overall proposed increase in R&D of up to 3.3 percent.  John Holdren 
explained on the call that the President's budget proposal reflects his commitment to doubling the 
budgets of "three key basic research agencies": the National Science Foundation, the Department 
of Energy's Office of Science, and the Department of Commerce's National Institute of Standards 
and Technology laboratories. Specifically, the President's budget proposal includes $708 million 
for NIST labs and $290 million for the Department of Energy's Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy.  The Administration also proposes $3 billion for science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) education with an emphasis on both teaching and 
learning.  While the Administration makes marquee investments in specific research-focused 
agencies, the National Institutes of Health will be level funded and NASA would receive a cut of 
$59 million.  Ericsson explained that the Administration acknowledges that the investments in 
America's future cannot rely solely on federal dollars, which is why tax credits to incentivize the 
private sector to make additional R&D investments are being proposed as well.   
 
In his State of the Union address, the President did state that "innovation also demands basic 
research," and challenged Congress to not "let other countries win the race for the future."  He 
demanded our nation "support the same kind of research and innovation that led to the computer 
chip and the internet," and pitched ideas for making college affordable.  While the President put 
colleges and universities "on notice" that the government could not continue to "subsidize 
skyrocketing tuition"  during his January remarks, comments in this speech teed up more detailed 
remarks the President would make at the University of Michigan that following Friday, January 
27.   
  
These proposals are in the President's budget plan, which provided greater detail related to these 
policy ideas, along with information on how they would be funded and generally administered. 
 Specifically, the budget proposes to make the American Opportunity Tax Credit permanent; 
suspend an increase in student loan interest rates; expand and reform campus-based aid; and 
maintain the maximum Pell grant award of $5,635 which will help 10 million students attend 
college in 2010.  President Obama also proposes to create a $1 billion Race to the Top program 
to support state efforts to improve postsecondary education and a $55 million “First in the World 
Fund” to spur innovative practices, much like the Department of Education “i3” program, which 
supports innovation in K-12 schooling.   The Administration is also in the process of creating 
new tools—the College Scorecard and the Financial Aid Shopping Sheet—to provide students 
and families with more information on college costs. 

One other proposal of interest in the budget continues to emphasize the importance of education 
and training to the nation’s economic recovery: the Department of Education's budget includes 
$8 billion in mandatory funding for a Community College to Career Fund.  This competitive 
program will be jointly administered with the Department of Labor and will provide funding to 
develop new partnerships between community colleges and businesses in order to train and place 
2 million workers in high-growth and high-demand industries.  Additionally, $1 billion over 
three years is proposed to expand career academies along with $1.1 billion for the 



reauthorization and reform of the career and technical education program now known as the Carl 
D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act.   

An initial reaction to the President’s FY2013 budget included several House Republicans issuing 
statements admonishing the proposal.  Chairman of the House Science, Space and Technology 
Committee Ralph Hall (R-TX) disagreed with the Administration decisions to increase funding 
levels for NSF, DOE’s Office of Science and the National Institute of Standards and Technology, 
stating “We are drowning in red ink, and we need to better prioritize and direct limited R&D 
dollars to areas that drive innovation and economic growth.”  One issue that many Republican 
members felt was ignored in the science and technology arena pertained to the lackluster 
attention nuclear energy research received in the Department of Energy’s budget. Additionally, 
Chairman of the House Education and the Workforce Committee issued a press release stating 
that “the slew of proposed changes to higher education policy raises concerns about price 
controls and unnecessary confusion in student loan programs.”  He added, “We all want to 
support better education opportunities for students, but we must also be wary of grand schemes 
that lead to empty promises.” In coming weeks and months, Congress will be debating the 
President’s spending wish list and the new programs he proposes.  

For more information for the FY 2013 budget request, visit the Office of Management and 
Budget’s web site at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Overview.   

 
 

2. FY 2013 Selected Federal Investments   
Department of Agriculture 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 

National Institute of 
Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) $1,219.00 $1,207.00 

 
 
                          

$1,244.00 

Education and 
Research Activities $699.00 $705.59 

 
                             

$732.73 

Economic Research 
Services (ERS) $81.81 $77.72 

 
                               

$77.39 
*Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP) and Program of Research on the 
Economics of Invasive Species Management (PREISM) are located within ERS. Funding for 
these programs is allocated by ERS. 
 
 

Department of Education 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
Department of $68,345.32 $68,112.28   

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/Overview�


Education                         
$69,800.00 

Federal Work Study $978.53 $980.49 
                          

$1,126.70 

Institute of Education 
Sciences $608.77 $594.79 

 
                             

$621.20 
Research, 
Development and 
Dissemination $199.78 $189.78  

 
                             

$202.30 

Regional Educational 
Laboratories $57.54 $57.54 

 
                               

$57.40 

Research in Special 
Education $50.98 $49.91 

 
                               

$49.90 
Statistics (NCES) $108.30  $108.30 $114.7 
Innovation and 
Improvement $1,856.00 $1,530.43 

 
N/A 

Race to the Top $698.60 $548.96 $850.00 
Investing in Innovation 
Fund (i3) $149.70 $149.42 

 
$150.00 

Mathematics and 
Science Partnerships $0.00 $149.72 

 
$0.00 

Pell Grants  $41,016.00 $41,572.20  $36,118.0 
Discretionary Funding $22,955.99 $22,824.00  $22,824.00 
Mandatory Funding $19,060.00 $18,748.20 $13,294.0 
Teacher Quality 
Partnership  $42.91 $42.83  

 
$0.00 

TRIO $825.52 
 

$839.93 

 
 

$839.00 
McNair Post 
Baccalaureate 
Achievement $46.4 $36.1 

 
 

$36.1 
 

Department of Energy 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
Department of 
Energy $25,591.00  $26,301.00 

 
$27,200.00 

Office of Science $4,897.00 $4,873.63 $4,992.05 
Advanced Research 
Projects Agency - 
Energy (ARPA-E) $180.00 $275.00 

 
 

$350.00 



Workforce 
Development for 
Teachers and 
Scientists (Department 
of Energy) $22.60 $18.50 

 
 
 
 

$14.50 
Office of Energy 
Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy 
(EERE) $1,771.72 $1,809.63 

 
 
 

$2,267.33 
Biomass and 
Biorefinery Systems 
R&D $179.98 $199.27 

 
 

$270.00 
 
 
 

Department of the Interior 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
U.S. Geological 
Survey $1,083.67 $1,068.63 

 
$1,103.16 

Biological Research $160.84 $122.80 $204.17 
Geographic Research, 
Investigations, and 
Remote Sensing N/A $161.31 

 
 

$217.82 
 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) FY2012 Final 
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
Environmental 
Protection Agency $9,990.78 $8,449.38 

 
$8,344.00 

Environmental 
Education  N/A N/A 

 
$0.00 

Research: Human 
Health and 
Ecosystems $174.55 $106.12 

 
 

$104.68 
 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
National Aeronautics 
and Space 
Administration $18,448.00 $17,800.00 

 
 

$17,711.4 
Education Programs $145.75 $138.40 $100.00 
STEM Education and 
Accountability $46.5 $50.00 

 
 



Program $37.00 

K-12 STEM Education    
Informal STEM Education      
Higher Education STEM 
Education   

 

Minority University 
Research and 
Education Project 
(MUREP) $28.5 $30.00 

 
 
 

$30.00 
Science $4,919.70 $5,073.70 $4,911.00 
Earth Science 
Research $461.1  $440.1  

 
$433.6 

Planetary Science 
Research  $158.8 $174.1 

 
$188.5 

Astrophysics Research $146.9  $164.1 $176.2 
Heliophysics Research  $160.8 $175.2 $178.9 
Exploration $3,821.20 $3,712.80 $3,932.8 
Human Research 
Program $154.7  $157.7 

 
$164.7 

 
 
 

National Endowment for the Arts 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
National Endowment 
for the Arts $167.00 $146.26 

 
$154.25 

 
National Endowment for the Humanities 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
National Endowment 
for the Humanities $154.69 $146.26 

 
$154.25 

 
National Institutes of Health 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
National Institutes of 
Health $30,926.00 $30,860.00 

 
$30,860.00 

Research Project Grants $16,428.00 $16,489.00  $16,463.00 
Noncompetitive $11,865.53 $11,937.75 $11,548.69 
Administrative 

Supplements $195.04 $171.99  
 

$159.05 
Competitive $3,721.47 $3,699.17  $4,056.46 



Research Centers $3,020.47 $3,031.00  $2,966.00 
Specialized/Comprehe

nsive $2,237.46 $2,281.12  
 

$2,224.52 
Clinical Research $427.86 $406.03  $406.58 
Biotechnology $147.40 $147.57  $140.56 
Comparative 

Medicine $137.71 $136.21  
 

$135.95 
Research Centers in 

Minority Institutions $59.14 $59.14  
 

$58.70 
Research Careers $625.95 $635.12  $634.65 
 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
National Institute of 
Standards and 
Technology (NIST) $750.10 $750.80 

 
$857.00 

 
Scientific and 
Technical Research 
Services (STRS) $506.98 $567.00 

 
 

$648.00 
Construction of 
Research Facilities 
(CRF) $69.90 $55.40 

 
 

$60.00 
Industrial 
Technological 
Services (ITS) $173.30 $128.40 

 
$149.00 

Technology Innovation 
Program (TIP) $0.00 $0.00* 

 
N/A 

*NIST is in the process of shutting down the TIP.  This will be the last fiscal year the program is 
listed on CUR's budget chart. 
 

National Science Foundation 

Program FY 2011 CR (final) Final FY 2012  
President's FY2013 

Budget Request 
National Science 
Foundation $6,912.55 $7,033.10 

 
$7,373.10 

Division of Chemistry $233.55 $234.06 $243.85 
Research and 
Education Grants $221.01 $231.02 

 
$232.96 

Centers $25.58 $24.15 $29.40 
Centers for Chemical 
Innovation $24.28 $24.00 

 
$29.25 

Nanoscale Science and 
Engineering Centers $1.30 $0.15 

 
$0.15 

Division of Materials $294.91 $294.55  



Research $302.63 
Research and 
Education Grants $237.69 $240.90 

 
$242.19 

Centers $72.65 $53.23 $59.83 
Materials Research 
Science and 
Engineering $61.33 $44.35 

 
$51.20 

Nanoscale Science and 
Engineering Centers $4.66 $4.88 

 
$4.63 

Science and 
Technology Centers $6.66 $4.00 

 
$4.00 

Education and 
Human Resources $872.61 $829.00 

 
$875.61 

Division of 
Undergraduate 
Education $217.28 $235.65 

 
$246.65 

Transforming 
Undergraduate 
Education in STEM 
(TUES) $41.25 $39.46 

 
 
 

$61.46 
Math and Science 
Partnerships $57.12 $57.08 

 
$57.08 

Robert Noyce 
Scholarship Program $54.90 $54.89 

 
$54.89 

Office of Integrative 
Activities $259.60 $349.59 

 
$431.52 

Experimental Program 
to Stimulate 
Competitive Research 
(EPSCoR) $146.82 $150.90 

 
 
 

$158.19 
Major Research 
Instrumentation $89.99 $90.00 

 
$90.00 

Research and Related 
Activities $5,608.38 $5,689.00 

 
$5,983.28 

Research Experiences 
for Undergraduates 
(REU)* $78.63 $65.99 

 
 

$68.40 
Research in 
Undergraduate 
Institutions (RUI)* $58.63 $40.15 

 
 

$40.15 
*REU and RUI are cross-cutting NSF programs. 
 



3. Report Language and Information for Select Programs 
  
STEM Education and 
Accountability 
Program 

The STEM Education and Accountability program consolidates 
projects and activities that were previously funded in the FY 2011 
programmatic and budgetary structure for “K-12 STEM Education,” 
“Informal STEM Education,” and “Higher Education STEM 
Education”. The new structure is consistent with the program and 
projects established in FY 2012 and it supports the Agency’s strategic 
goals. 
 
 

Excellent Instructional 
Teams 

The proposed Excellent Instructional Teams initiative would have two 
components:  1) the Effective Teachers and Leaders State Grants 
program, a formula program with a 25-percent set-aside dedicated to 
improving and expanding high-quality teacher and leader pathways 
while enhancing the teaching and leadership professions; and 2) the 
Teacher and Leader Innovation Fund. In addition, the Department 
requests funding for continuation costs of currently authorized 
programs through the proposed Teacher and Leader Pathways 
authority. This would consolidate the Teacher Incentive Fund and the 
Transition to Teaching program and would provide a set-aside that 
would support similar activities that are funded by the Teacher Quality 
Partnership. 
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